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English

Guide to the city of Yame, Fukuoka, 2018

Creators in Yame
Create, nurture, and offer hospitality

This guide will comprehensively introduce the current states
of the city, history, culture, and community

developmentnurtured by the creators in Yame.

(P2-P3)

“Hospitality” in Yame, the tea province.

Once-in-lifetime experience leading to the sharing of the joy
of living together.

Comfortable and warm, like the natural environment of the

mountains and rivers

Outline of Yame

Yame is the second largest city in Fukuoka, which merged
with Joyo-machi on October 1, 2006, and with Kurogi-machi,
Tachibana-machi, Yabe-mura, and Hoshino-mura on February
1, 2010. The city is located about 50 km to the south of
Fukuoka, the southern area of Fukuoka Prefecture, and shares
borders with Kurume, Ukiha, and Hirokawa-machi to the
north, Chikugo and Miyama to the west, Kumamoto
Prefecture to the south, and Oita Prefecture to the east. There
are many tumuli, including the Iwatoyama tumulus on Yame
Hill. The city is well known for its traditional crafts of
household Buddhist alters, lanterns, and handmade Japanese
paper, as well as the agricultural products of the popular
brand Yame tea, chrysanthemums grown under artificial light,

and strawberries.
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(P4-P5)
1. Creators in the native province

Hands that create the future

The native province of Yame has been in existence since
ancient times. The land creates fertility and is blessed with
fresh streams from the Yabe and Hoshino rivers. The land has
been protected and developed bythe people living in the

province.

Yame, to the origin

(Legend of Yametsuhime)
The name Yame came from Yametsuhime, the goddess of
great harvests and health for the people. In the era of the
Yamato Imperial Court, Emperor Keiko visited Yame.
Minumano-agatanushi Saruoomi said, “A goddess named
Yametsuhime lives in this province and exists in the

mountains.” Thus, the name Yame came to be.

(P6-P7)
Yame tea x creators

Yame tea is the essence of the Yame style of hospitality with
its great taste and Japanese atmosphere. Yame tea is
characterized by the perfect high grade of color, shape, and
beauty in addition to the taste and flavor. Each leaf on the tea
trees is grown large and firm and picked only for the second
picking of tea. High-quality green tea is made from the
traditional technique (traditional authentic high-quality green
tea) where the tea leaves are covered in rice straw for about
20 days to enhance the taste. The award was given by the
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries at the national
tea fair. Yame tea is characterized by the accumulation of
experienced skills and the passion of the tea creators,which is

the reason it is the best tea in Japan.
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(P8-P9)
Agriculture x creators

Yame is a major production area for agricultural products,
and the city is proud of its position as the leading production
area in the prefecture, the rich varieties, and high quality of
its products. Various agricultural products with high added
value are produced, such as the chrysanthemums grown
under artificial light, grapes, pears, strawberries, and
eggplants, other than Yame tea, the established brand tea. The
city has recently focused on supporting new farmers and

nurturing the energetic creators of Yame agriculture.

(P10-P11)
Nature x creators

The whole town is therapeutic. Nature in Yame calms the
mind and body. Flowers exhibit beautiful colors every season,
the deep green and blue river water in the ravine provide
healing effects, and the mountains are known as
“mountainous Yame” in Fukuoka. You will find new
attraction seach time you visit. On the Kyushu Olle Yame
course, you can walk at your own pace and enjoy nature with
the five senses. Kurogi-machi is certified as a forest bathing
basesupported by scientific evidence. A forest guide will walk
with you in the forest. Please enjoy the hospitality of nature

in Yame.

(P12-P13)
Craftsmanship x creators

The fresh streams and the earth have provided a number of
blessings. A variety of traditional crafts have been created and
passed down. Yame is called the “village of handicrafts,” and
thrives from the many traditional crafts in a small area, such
as the Yame Fukushima household Buddhist alters, Yame
lanterns, Yame handmade Japanese paper, and Yame stone
lanterns. Japanese paper has been used for hand rolling in the
tea process from olden days, which helped to produce the
highest-class brand of Yame tea. Handicrafts started as the
side job of farmers in the Edo period, which was established
thanks to the incentive policy in the Meiji period, and grew
into a traditional industry. Handicrafts affect the culture of

Yame and have been taken over by craftsmen.

(P14-P15)

Traditional taste x creators

Commerce and industry of the area thrived in the Edo period,
and houses for merchants and craftsmen were built one after
another in Yame Fukushima. You can still see the original
appearance from those days in the townscape of white walls,

the colors of white and black, and the substantial-looking

houses. They have been carefully protected for a long time.
Also, traditional performing arts have roots in the region.
People have inherited and passed down the living culture of
Yame. You can see their spirit in the prayers, dances, and

songs.

(P16-P17)

History x creators

The Iwatoyama Tumulus is the largest keyhole-shaped tomb
the tomb of
Iwai who ruled the Yame area in the early sixth century. He

mound in northern Kyushu. It is considered

seems to have achieved the height of prosperity by using his
own connection route to the mainland. According to the
Chronicles of Japan, in 527, in the Keitai-okimi (who later
became emperor) period, the Iwai War broke out, which was
deeply associated with the situation on the Korean Peninsula,
and in 528, his son Kuzuko offered to end the war with the
Kasuyanomikake (domain). After that, the Tsukushinokimi
clan remained strong, and large keyhole-shaped tombs like
the Tsurumiyama Tumulus were constructed one after
another. The Iwai War was the largest civil war in ancient
history. Iwai started the war to protect Yame from the heavy
burden of the Yamato sovereignty. He was a hero of his

native province.

(P18-P19)

Culture x creators

In the Edo period, Yame Fukushima developed as a strategic
location along the road between Kurume and Bungo. The city
flourished while creating haiku, crafts, and lantern puppets.
After the Meiji period, Yame produced many cultural figures
including oil painters, literary critics, haiku poets, and
writers, which is another attraction of Yame. Literary
monuments are constructed throughout the city. You can see
them while you walk to experience the flavor of a rich
culture. Creators have been improving the tangible and
intangible elements of the area and the people of Yame
throughout history. People never stop appreciating, learning,

and studying.

(P20-P21)
2. Living x creators
Living in Yame hand in hand

We are happy to see someone smiling. We all hope “we could
keep such a daily life.” We live hand in hand, share joy, and

assure our happiness. That’s living in Yame.
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The place attracts people nationwide
-Yame, the place for childrearing -

Yame focuses on supporting childrearing. The Yamekko
Future House is built with the facilities of a temporary
childcare service and the Yame family support center with the
goal of nurturing healthy children.

(P22-P23)
Activities x creators

On holidays, children come to the sports park with their
soccer balls. They enjoy playing soccer on an official soccer
field as if they were professional soccer players. The Yame
east sports park, Green Field Yame, is on the grounds of
Greenpia Yame with beautiful natural grass. The premises
also include natural hot springs, leisure facilities, and
accommodations. The surrounding area is a designated forest
bathing therapy base. Many people enjoy the healing
locations, foods, creating things, and sports in a place

designated for such activities with smiles on their faces.

(P24-P25)
Community x creators

The history, culture, and nature of Yame have been cherished
by people for many years. They have been protected by the
strong relationships specific to the region and the deep
connections between people. People in Yame know the
importance of bequeathing the traditions to the next
generation and inheriting from the ancestors. Now, their spirit
is used for the local community and cooperation and
mechanism are developed. Yame suffered tremendous
damage by the torrential rains in northern Kyushu in July
2012. At the time, we reaffirmed the importance of
communication between areas and people. We work to
establish a community where people are secure, safe, and

connected through consideration for each other.

(P26-P27)
Regeneration x creators

Make our place a “park in the town.” Based on this idea, the
citizens are about to change the old Yame county hall. The
hall had been a county hall from 1887 to 1913; thereafter, it
was used as a Japanese wax factory and then collective
housing in the postwar period. The hall has been abandoned
since 1996. Now an NPO and many citizens work together to
renovate the property. They are conducting the renovation

while respecting the remnants of the old county hall and

Japanese wax factory. They protect the traditions and create a

new place for citizens through the restoration and use of the
hall through the collaboration of the local government and
citizens, as well as a symbol of the regeneration of Yame
Fukushima.

(P28-P29)
Settlement x creators

Everyone has specific reasons when choosing a place to live.
“I like to live with the four seasons.” “Simple, rustic
Satoyama living suits me.” “I want to raise children in an
environment near nature,” and other reasons. The city works
to support settlement and establish a policy for ideal living in
Yame. The city provides a variety of different programs,
including support for house rent for young families,
information on abandoned houses, subsidies for renovations,
and support for childrearing. Thus, the city aims to maintain a
resident-friendly environment where people think, “I want to

live in Yame. I am happy living in Yame.”

(P30-P31)
3. Creating a new native province

Fourth Yame comprehensive plan

(P32)
Crating the basis of the city

We work to create the foundation for the city with the goal of
supporting the comfortable, safe, and secure lives of the
residents and improving the functions of the city. To improve
people’ s lives and economic activities, we are now required
to establish a more functional city. So, we promote the
planned use of the land and improve the functions of the city.
We will also establish a road network using the Yame
Interchange and national highway 442, improve public
transportation using on-demand transportation, and expand
telecommunications service using the multimedia

communication network.
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(P33)
Creating living and environment

We work to create a living environment with the goal of
creating a people- and nature-friendly space. Rich forests and
beautiful rivers within the city belong to the citizens. We will
preserve the valuable natural environment and reinforce the
garbage strategy and water supply and sewage system to
create an environment-oriented society where people can
comfortably enjoy their lives. Also, we will work to create a
good living space by preserving the beautiful scenery of the
area through the preservation of traditional buildings and
terraced paddy fields and by maintaining the municipal

house, parks, and green areas as refreshing places for citizens.

(P34)
Promoting industries

We work to promote industries with the goal of creating new
industries using local industries and promoting tourism and
securing employment. To promote industries that expand
employment, we try to establish an industrial base that meets
the needs of the times and invite corporations to an industrial
complex that takes advantage of the convenient traffic site.
We also try to maintain and develop industries by developing
products with high added value, such as promoting the
production of Yame tea, known as the Yame brand, and
preparing an appropriate agricultural product market. We
promote long-stay tourism and experience-based tourism by
using tourism resources. We are working to create a lively,

vital city by expanding the number of visitors.

(P35)
Improving health and welfare

We work to improve health and welfare by responding to a
society with a decreasing birthrate and an aging population
with the goal of creating a city where people can
independently lead a safe, secure life. In today’s aging society
with fewer children, the preparation of an appropriate welfare
and child-rearing environment is an important issue. We
increased the number of nurseries and created the
environment where childcare support can be provided within
the local community. Also, we try to improve support for
families with children based on our childrearing support
facilities Yamekko Future House. We are a “healthy city” and
try to improve citizens’ health with the goal of extending the
healthy life expectancy and improving the local medical

organizations.

(P36)
Promoting education and culture

We try to promote education and culture with the goal of
creating a city that nurturesa zest for living and richness of
the mind. We improve education to help the children of the
next generation acquire a passion for living while acquiring
academic skills, richness of the mind, and healthy bodies in
cooperation with schools, the city, and the home. We also
provide learning opportunities and create an environment for
lifelong learning where citizens can study independently. We
promote globalization and peace projects to create a city
where all citizens respect each other and hand over valuable

peace to the next generation.

(P37)

Citizen participation and healthy
financial and administrative operation
We try to achieve citizen participation and healthy financial
and administrative operation with the goal of creating a city
where the local government makes plans with the citizens.
We try to improve community development through the
participation of citizens by opening a collaboration café,
working together in community development, and nurturing
the local community. We work to promote financial and
administrative innovation with the goal of maintaining
healthy finances and an efficient administration. We promote
multifaceted regional cooperation witha settlement and
independence plan and develop cultural exchanges with cities

in Japan and overseas.

(P38)

Council / Greetings from the Mayor
Four regular meetings are held each year and ad hoc meetings
are held as necessary. The council members deliberate to
determine municipal policies and important matters suggested
by the mayor and then monitor that the municipal
administration is properly functioning. The council and the
mayor stand on equal footing as a check and balance for each
other, work in harmony, and try to achieve a good municipal
administration. The council members are elected every four
years. The full number of members is 22 (26 until April
2019). The council promotes community development in
cooperation with the citizens, secures fairness and
transparency, is open to the citizens, and works together with

the citizens as a presence of trust by the citizens.
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Greetings from the mayor

Yame merged with two chos and two muras in 2010 and
became the second largest city in the prefecture. We suffered
enormous damage from the torrential rains in northern
Kyushu in July 2012. We received warm support from all
over the nation. Thanks to that support, we were able to
achieve the restoration and reconstruction goals, and after
five years, we completed all restoration work. I am very
pleased to publish this guide to the city as a symbol of the
start of Yame,which achieved reconstruction after the disaster.
We are proud of the rich nature, history, and culture, a
number of valuable traditional crafts, and the rich agricultural
and forestry products handed over by our ancestors, and we
should protect these valuable treasures in the future. In this
guide, we have introduced “creators” who have produced and
developed Yame’ s treasures. We will hand over the beautiful
and rich native province of Yame together with our
hospitality to the next generation.
I hope this guide will contribute to introducing the attractions
of Yame and help a lot of people to visit and love Yame.
March 2018
Tsuneyuki Mitamura / Mayor of Yame

(P39)
City’s trees and flowers

Our city’ s trees and flowers have a friendly image and

symbolize nature and climate in Yame.

From left: City’ s trees, Camellia sinens is and camphor tree /
from left: City’ s flowers, Chrysanthemum, Wisteria, and
Rhododendron

Branch of the city hall

In the large region, the branches cooperate with each other to

quickly meet the needs of the region.

From left: Kurogi branch/ Tachibana branch/ Joyo branch/
Yabe branch/ Hoshino branch

Symbol marks

Our symbols are friendly and show the characteristics of

Yame.

From left: Symbol / Image character Hachihime/ Image

character Midori-chan

(P40-P41)
Yame statistical data

Showing the transition of population by age, transition of the
number of households, spread of male and female population
by age, status of water supply and sewage, status of land

usage, and the present state of forest area.

(P42-P43)

Showing the working population by industry, the number of
offices, the number of employees, the annual sales amount of
goods and the area of sales place [Industry] transition of
offices and employees, management body of agriculture
(cultivated land managed by farmers, the sales amount of
agricultural products), mountains and forests, and showing

sales and profits for the financial year 2016.
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Create, nurture, and offer hospitality

This guide will comprehensively introduce the current
states of the city, history, culture, and community
development nurtured by the creators in Yame.
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