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Message of Peace

On behalf of the citizens of Yame, I wish to extend a heartfelt message of
peace on this occasion of the Peace Flame Ceremony at Pearl Harbor.

This year marks the 85th anniversary of the outbreak of the Pacific War.
Yame City has kept the “flame of peace” burning as a beacon of hope for
the future. In the immediate aftermath of the atomic bombing, the late Mr.
Tatsuo Yamamoto brought the flame home with him from the smoldering ruins of
his uncle’ s bookstore in Hiroshima. For many years, Mr. Yamamoto kept this
flame 1it before entrusting it to the care of Hoshino Village, and then to
Yame City. As the flame’ s current custodian, we in Yame cherish and keep
this flame of peace alive to this day. With a fervent wish for a world without
war, we have now distributed the flame to 17 organizations, and every year,
many groups come to collect a portion of the flame. We will continue to
safeguard this flame as a symbol of our hope for peace.

In addition, the late U.S. Senator Daniel Ken Inouye, after whom Honolulu
International Airport was renamed, had roots in Yame City. As a Japanese
American, Senator Inouye served on the front lines and lost his right arm
during fierce combat. After the war, he entered politics and, drawing on the
painful experience of war between his two homelands, exemplified a spirit of
cooperation among people of different nations and cultures through dialogue
and understanding, serving as a bridge of friendship between Japan and the
United States.

By learning from the legacy Senator Inouye left behind and never forgetting
the facts of the past, we must keep on spreading his message in pursuit of
world peace. Yame City established the Daniel Inouye Museum to honor Senator
Inouye’ s life and is deepening ties through sister school exchanges with his
alma mater in Honolulu. Moving forward, we will continue to follow Senator
Inouye’ s vision by fostering friendships across borders and advancing
initiatives to achieve peace through diversity.

Japan and the United States share many common interests and fundamental
values. Cooperating across a wide range of fields, we work together with
nations around the world to address the challenges facing the international
community. The 85th anniversary of the outbreak of the Pacific War is a
profound moment for people to come together and “put an end to the war in
their hearts” in a spirit of reconciliation. I am convinced that the first
step to true peace is to move forward in mutual understanding and hope, free
from hatred, sorrow, and the conflicts of the past. Through the ceremony of
lighting and extinguishing the flame of peace at Pearl Harbor, a place etched
with the memories of war, [ sincerely hope that the entire world will truly
put an end to the war in their hearts once and for all. I offer this message
from Yame City in the belief that the spirit of global harmony embodied by
SADAKO LEGACY—an NPO which seeks to break the cycle of hatred-will flourish,
ushering in an era of world peace.

May 20, 2026

Yutaro Minohara
Mayor of Yame City, Fukuoka Prefecture



